
 
 
 
 
 

Draft Program 
 

 

Inaugural Conference Vienna Centre for Migration and Law 2025 

“Migration in times of polarization” 

 
 

June 30, 2025 
 

(10:00 Meeting of the Doctoral Students Network) 

13:00 Registration 

13:30-15:30 Work-in-progress-workshop  

15:30 Coffee break 

16:00-18:00 Work-in-progress-workshop  

18:30 Opening remarks 

19:00 Opening Keynote: Violeta Moreno-Lax ‘Dehumanization in the New EU 

                Migration Model’  

 
Reception with welcome drinks and dinner-buffet 

 
 

 
July 1, 2025 
 

8:30      Registration 

9:00 Panel I: 

Global Mobility – Migration Infrastructure and Migrants’ Agency 

This panel will discuss the changes and challenges in global mobility during times of high 
political polarization in public debates about migration. We are particularly interested in how 
infrastructures of global migration change in this context and how this impacts the agency of 
migrants in making decisions to migrate and during their migratory processes. 

• Lilian Tsourdi (University of Maastricht): ‘Governing the External Dimension of 
Migration through Funding: The Implications of the Whole of Government Approach 
for Legal Mobility’ 

• Nora Stappert (University of Copenhagen): ‘Migration Infrastructures and 
migrants’ rights in Europe’ 



 
 

• Alan Desmond (University of Leicester): ‘Denying them the fruits of their Labour?: 
Why we should recognize Migrants’ Right to cheaper remittance transactions’ 

• Zvezda Vankova (Lund University): ‘Agency in the Active Refugee Admission 
Policies- between hypervulnerability and refugee entrepreneurship?’ 

11:00  Coffee break  

 

11:30 Panel II:  

International Protection – The Pivotal Role of Borders 

This panel investigates current trends towards rationalization, digitization and 
externalization in the governance of forced migration and international protection. We raise 
the question of how to organize the responsibility to protect, in order to ensure the access to 
protection and the procedures leading to protection in a fair manner. We are particularly 
interested in the role of human rights and technological advancements in this context. 

• Cathryn Costello (UCD Dublin): ‘Algorithmic Fairness in Asylum Procedures/Digital 
Borders’ 

• Joyce De Coninck (NYU): ‘Relational Responsibility for human rights violations at 
the external borders of the EU’ 

• Judith Kohlenberger (WU Wien): ‘Toward a Politics of Non-Injury: Denormalizing 
Border Deaths’ 

• Sarah Tas (University of Maastricht): ‘The Datafication of Borders’  

13:30 Lunch-buffet 

 
15:00 Panel III: 

Modes of Belonging – Structural Inequalities in Immigration Societies 

This panel addresses current challenges in immigration societies with a view to structural 
inequalities that permeate migration governance and the law. We assess the role of 
government authorities and trace mechanisms of exclusion in the legal framework, in order 
to explore the potential for inclusion, integration and participation in times of polarization. 

• Maarten Vink (EUI Florence): ‘The Role of Citizenship in Immigration Societies: 
Overcoming or Perpetuating Inequality?‘ 

• Dana Schmalz (MPI Heidelberg): ‘Integration Through Participation’ 
• Anna Goppel (University of Bern): ‘Migration, Participation and Fairness’ 
• Yussef Al Tamimi (CEU, Vienna): ‘Changed Modes of Belonging: How to Bridge Law and 

Emotions’ (tbc) 
 

16:00 Coffee break 

17:00 Keynote: Ayelet Shachar (University of Toronto) ‘Stratification of Modes of Belonging - 
Olympic Citizenship, Investor Citizenship and Other Forms of Meritocracy’ 

End of the Conference  

Speakers’ Dinner (upon invitation only) 
 



 
 
 

Venue: 
 

University of Vienna 

Faculty of Law (Juridicum), Top Floor (Dachgeschoss) 

Schottenbastei 10-16, 1010 Vienna 

https://staatsrecht.univie.ac.at/team/vienna-centre-for-migration-law-vcml/ 

migration.rewi@univie.ac.at 

 

Registration: 

Please register until May 30th, 2025 under: Registration  

Accommodation: We have pre-reserved a limited number of hotel rooms near the venue, which 
you can book at your own expense. Please note that these rooms can only be booked until May 
30th, 2025. For further information, please contact us at: migration.rewi@univie.ac.at 
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